The Liberty Wing and

During the last seven years the Air Force’s tions officer. “Our squadron is fully trained and more th

ready to meet this task.”

vision of readiness was known as “Global Air superiority is critical to the successful accomplis
Reach - Global Power.” But now it’s time for ment of any contingency operation, added the colonel.

“Air operations to gain and then maintain air superior

a new vision, according to Air Force leaders. are always the joint forces commander’s first priority,”

“We have seen for some time that we were approaching §féd- “When air superiority has been achieved, the JFC|
edge of the map that Global Reach-Global Power sketched 3@ the freedom to conduct offensive air and ground op
for us,” said Secretary of the Air Force Sheila Widnall. “If wHONns unhindered by a threat from the air.
are to build the force this nation needs for the first quarter of . .
the next century, if we are to conduct our role as stewards/8formation superiority
this nation’s air and space power . . . then we must extend thaMany have called this the information

map. age. Television, radio, newspapers

“Global Engagement: g4 the Internet deluge people
aV|S|onforthe21stCen-da”y with enormous

tury Air Force” is the title amounts of information.

of the Air Force’s new gyt information can be
strategic vision. more than just news.
“This vision captures grom the Air Force
the global nature and thep e gpective, it's a
unparalleled access that qrjety of vital in-
air and space forces postormation that
sess from operating in acanimpact mili-
medium that surroundstary opera-
the globe and touchesyigns from tar-
100 percent of the popu-geting data to
lation and every center horsonnel in-
of government on the fomation.
face of the earth,” said  g,ccess on
Gen. Ronald Fogleman, ine pattlefield
Air Force chief of staff. qemands the
“The vision builds on, ajr Force use
and continues, theang protect its
legacy of those who gy information
pushed the limits of hu- 55 well as disrupt

Y - — man andtechnicalknowl- 5, aliminate the
: Ty ] dge that we see around, , i
: Ly edg nemy’s use of their
Sl AL labh} s ot us. information, said Air

W ||||IE-.II.I:-.IIH- *tﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ:: i But how does the poice jeaders.

| R T , loes
'y : 48th Fighter Wing fitinto ;
Ti':'-."'-"-"l u-l'-l'-'llll-!'m?- this new vision? The 48th [Fighteg

il it

. ’ Wing contributed to Air
Photo by SrA. Scott Asche A major aspect of the rqrce information superiority B a
SSgt. David Goletz, crew chief, helps Maj. global engagement vi- during Operation Deliberate Force g
Paul Beason, 492nd Fighter Squadron pilot, sion is the recognition \yhen F-15E aircrews from the wing werdl
prepare for another sortie. that the Air Force pro- gelected to test the Rapid Targeting Syst

. _ _ _ vides six core competen-,yer Bosnia-Herzegovina. This system provides airbo
cies to national service: air and space superiority, informatigicrew with near real-time intelligence information and f
superiority, global attack, precision engagement, rapid gloQahia) targets.
mq‘blhty, and agile combat support. , . “Thisinformation reduces response time, reduces col

These are the things the Air Force should focus on,” sgify| gamage with real time target data, and adds flexibility
Fogleman. He also pointed out that other services can Shtﬁ@ground commander,” said Lt. Col. Michael Spencer, 4¢
in these.c.o_mpetencies, but. that the Air Force has a Speﬁiéloperations officer.
responsibility to make sure it's engaged in them. It's a force multiplier that allows the joint warfightin

. .. commander to reallocate air assets both airborne and o
Air and space superiority ground, he added. The RTS also provides real time b

The Liberty Wing has provided air superiority in numerou$@mage assessment which affects what missions airc
missions from D-Day to Operation Northern Watch over nortf@y have to fly that day or the next.
ernlraq. Today, the 493rd Fighter Squadron’s Grim Reapers f
the F-15C air superiority fighter in support of U.S. and NAT&/obal attack

interests. _ The 48th Fighter Wing contributes to the global attz
Our job in the 493rd is to be ready to respond on shQigmnetency because of its forward deployed location.
notice to conduct combat operations here at Lakenheath, astighter aircraft from Lakenheath can launch anywhere

well as anywhere in this theater and throughout the world ijb ater within hours to defend U.S. or NATO interests,” s

support of U.S. national interests and the interests of qu| Doug Richardson, 48th Fighter Wing commander. “T
NATO allies,” said Lt. Col. William MacLure, 493rd FS operay,akes the wing an important asset to any air expeditior
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global engagement

force or joint force commander.” global mobility by providingll air refueling support for the
Such an ability is key to global attack. U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s theater of operations. In 1995,
“The primary aspect of global attack is the ability othey flew more than 70 percent of its missions in support of

the Air Force to find, fix, and attack targets anywhere d#nited Nations taskings, refueling various U.S. and NATO

the globe using the synergy generated by air and spaderatft.

assets to operate at the strategic level of war,” saidThis kind of support is the cornerstone of rapid global

Fogleman. mobility, according to Air Force leaders.
“Our airlifters and tankers are important today and
Precision engagement they'll continue to be so in the future,” said Fogleman.

Fighter aircraft from the 492nd and 494th Fight

“They give the national command authorities the ability to

&each out and influence events around the world.”

Squadrons specialize in precision engagement.

During Operation Deliberate Force, one
hundred percent of all 48th Fighte
Wing taskings called for preci-
sion guided munitipns, ac-

cording to Spencer.
“Nearly all of these
targets wer
ened facilities, all
destroyed with
no collateral
damage,” he
explained.
The Air
Force defines
precision en-
gagement as
the ability to
reliably and
selectively
apply the full
range of pre-
cision capa-
bilities  to
achieve the de-
sired effect with
minimal risk and
collateral damage.

r

hard-

Agile combat support

The Liberty Wing provides agile combat support every
time it sends troops or logistics to various contingencies
around the world. For example, more than XXXX support
troops and aircrew deployed in support of Operation Joint
Endeavorin 1996.

“Airand space forces provide worldwide situation aware-
ness,” said Fogleman. “They are generally the first forces
called forward in a crisis. Normally, satellites provide warn-
ing of an emerging crisis to na-
tional authorities. In turn, the na-
tional leadership tasks a theate
commander to respond.

“That commander wants to es
tablish information superiority
over his battlespace, se he calls faf®
reconnaissance or surveillance plat
forms such as AWACS, Rivet Joint,
Reef Point P-3s, and the U-2,” ex
plained the general. “These ar
usually the first forces to arrive,
followed by our fighter squadrons.
Because we must be the firstin, ou
forces must be light, agile and far
ranging. This not only includes
lean logistics, but also force pro-="=

I 1 “Because it saves tection and ability to set up rapidly g
I. | -Illives of friends, foes, and deployable light forces.”

civilians, the Air Forcecore  The entire RAF Lakenheath,
M competency of precision en-RAF Feltwell and RAF Mildenhall
u gagement will remain atop prior-community plays a critical role in
‘ | ity in the 21st century,” said supporting Global Engagementy
Widnall. according to Maj. Gen. Tadf#
Spencer agrees. He expects precision engagemer@&dstrom, 3rd Air Force com- §
be the standard, in large part because of the successander. Photo by SSgt. Scott Davis
of airpower in recent major military operations. “Reviewing the mix of aircraft, ssgt. James Mcle, tactical aircraft
“Our political leaders and the civilian public sawpersonnel and equipment assigneghainenance instructor with 372nd
what precision engagement did for us in Desert Stom our command, you can easilyTraining Squadron Detachment 16,
and Bosnia,” he said. “This is the benchmark for futusee we have animpressive array ofnows the proper startup procedure
conflicts. Precision munitions were used exclusively cepabilities at our disposal,” hejn 3 simulator to SSgt. Jeff Currence,
Bosnia to avoid any potential for collateral damage &aid. 492nd Fighter Squadron.
avoid the international political ramifications that could These capabilities can support
result from such damage.” afull range of military involvement, from directing a major
air campaign to providing humanitarian support, noncom-
batant evacuation and peacetime assistance, he added.
. : . .. Ultimately, support for Global Engagement comes down
Because of its location, the 48th Fighter Wing ig, ihe peopie who make the mission happen, said the 48th
often called upon to support missions throughout E#TghterWing commander.
rope, Africa and the Middle East. A key component in“«rpe chief is absolutely correct when he says that air
the wing's ab|I|t,y to fly missions is its pa_rtnershlp withy g space power are produced by our airmen,” said Rich-
RAF Mildenhall’s 100th Air Refueling Wing. ardson. “Each member of the Liberty Wing is a part of this
Home to nine permanently assigned KC-135R ref“el‘i{gion. Whether you're a contractor, cop, medic, accoun-

Rapid global mobility

and augmented by the European Tanker Task Force, {8 or aircrew member .
, you can be the next ‘weapon of
6,000 men and women of the 100th ARW support rapiflgice’ when it comes to global engagement . . . so be

rnnrl\l/ ”
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